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INTRODUCTION

Dissolving Boundaries is one of the longestning programmes using technology to link
schools on the island of IrelandEstablished in November 1999, it was launched from two
schools simultaneously via a vidéiok between then Taoiseach Bertie Ahern and former British
Prime Minister Tony Blair. It is jointly supported by the Departments of Education in Northern
Ireland and the Republic of Ireland.
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student teachers linking with each other through videophone and online technologies. Starting with 52
teachers, initially, we estimate thaparoximately 500 schools, 2,500 teachers and as many as 40,000 pu-
pils have been involved in Dissolving Boundaries since the programme began. Participation in Dissolvir
Boundaries is open to schools from the primary, pmsinary and special school sectors andutrently
comprises over 90 projects being undertaken in around 170 schools.

The aims of the programme are threefold: to engage pupils in collaborative, curfizagad projects; to
promote mutual understanding on both sides of the border and to promote sustainability of the use of
technology in schools.

Some programmes that link schools together have a set curriculum of topics for the children to work on,
often relating to citizenship education. However, Dissolving Boundaries takes the view that it is through
the process of young people working together in mixed citomsler groups on almost any part of the
curriculum that the skills and values of communication and collaboration can be nurtured. This means
that teachers have to be resourceful in finding project ideas that can fit into their own curricular require-
ments and that can also work successfully as a partnership with another school in another jurisdiction.
The overall result is one of enormous diversity in the themes chosen and creativity in the ways the pro-
gramme aims are fulfilled.

The project work between schools is rightfully done within a secure website provided by the programme
and using the Moodle open source platform for communication. However, we have always been mindful
that the outcomes of these excellent projects, very often, go unseen by the wider educational communi-
Geo I O2NB @l fdzS 2F (KS 5Aaaz2tg@Ay3a . 2dzyRI NASa
programme and we have done this in various ways: through published research and showcase event
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evaluate and display their work within their own schools and communities.

To facilitate this dissemination work further we redeveloped the programme website in 2010/11 so it
would contain summary details and selected images of the projects as reported by the participating
teachers. In addition to celebrating the excellent work being done in schools, we wanted to compile a
complete set of projects that teachers could refer to for ideas and inspiration in planning further projects
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in subsequent years and in particular to support teachers who are new to the programme in the develop-
ment of and reflection on their projects. Gathering the information for the website, and for the equiva-
in print form for this Yearbook, has had the added value of promoting evaluation of project work by
teachers and pupils themselve3.he reader will see that while the experiences of working together are
positive, encouraging and affirming for both pupils and teachers, we still encounter challenges with
broadband speed and other technical aspects.

This Yearbook provides a selection of projects completed in 2011/12 (a full list is printed in the appendi:
of thisvolume)¢ KS AYTFT2NXI A2y LINPOARSR Aa o0lFaSR 2y (GKS
to questions we asked about the work they did; how they used technology; what their pupils learned
from taking part and what, if anything, they might change in the future. It is organized by school sector
and in relation to the curricular focus of the work carried out and it includes a good number of photos and
screen shots that illustrate the kinds of activities pupils engaged in. Additional images are added wher
possible to highlight the diversity and creativity of projects undertaken this year.

We hope you enjoy browsing through these projects and we hope in particular that teachers who are new
to the programme will be encouraged and inspired by seeing what other teachers have done before
them. We look forward to maintaining this tradition of showcasing Dissolving Boundaries projects in print
and in electronic format and will invite teachers in the coming year to keep the photos and other artefacts
2F GKSANI LINRP2SOG F2NI AyOfdzaAzy Ay ySEG &SI NRA&

The Dissolving Boundaries Team

NOTE: The complete set of Dissolving Boundaries school projects since 2010/11 is available ¢
www.dissolvingboundaries.org



http://www.dissolvingboundaries.org
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St Paul's Senior National School, Greenhills, Dublin &
Parkhall Integrated College, Antrim

Teachers: Audrey Cooney (Ro%) Ann McLoughlin (NI)

Age Group: 11-13

Project Name: The Pacemakers

Curricular areas English/Literacy; Science; Social, Personal and Health Education

ICT Tools: Forums, wikis, podcasts, videoconference, blogs, photo gallery

Project overview

(Planned activities): Both schools will interact
one another through all forms of technolo
available on Dissolving Boundariedblogs, wikis
podcasts, forums, videoconferencing and so on.
hope to foster good relations between the pupils
both schools through a focus on literacy
science. In this way, the pupils are lear
curriculumbased content while also fulfilling t
aims of the Dissolving Boundaries program
improving the pupils' ICT skills while developi
sense of understanding between pupils from b
schools.
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Faceto-face meeting
Venue: Peak Discovery, Newcastle, Co Down.

Peak Discovery is an activity centre where
pupils can interact in a fun and relaxed manner.
-breaking activities and teashuilding activities are
essential aspects of this trip as we want
maximise the time we spend together.
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Videoconferencing

In our first videoconferencing session, the pu
introduced themselves to one another. It was
SEOAGAY3I GAYS +a G(KS
accents for the first time! It was an opportunity
pupils in both schools to learn how to speak sla
and clearly, enunciating their words in such a
that their partners would be able to understa
them properly. The pupils were very enthusia
about this form of communication and eage
awaited the next videoconference!

idIom wea) Jeal

During their DB project pupils learned

In order to encourage a whoilechool link betwee
Parkhall Integrated College and St Paul's Se
Primary School, we decided to send cards to




another at Christmas, as well as to our Principals who are most impressed by the letween the schools and
the benefits to all pupils involved.

What would you as teachers change to improve the DB experience?

| am very happy with the DB programme as it is. However, | would like to see DB Day celebrated in such a way th
the schools involved could come together to meet in the one location and celebrate together. It would be great to
celebrate DB Day on a large scaléth a concert in a venue that would facilitate a large group (e.g. the size of the
National Basketball Arena in Tallaght). It would also lend itself well to gaining press attention.

What activities did you do on DB Day?

On DB Day, our school had an assembly where children from the three classes in our school that take part in C
spoke to the rest of the school about the project and why we take part in it. After this, all children involved in DB in
our school (approximately 90) showcased their work in the school hall and the computer room for the rest of the
school. There were large displays in the school hall, a PhotoStory running with pictures of DB activities from th
year and laptops on hand for children to show off their work on the website. In the computer room, about 16

children took different aspects of DB and went into detailed descriptions about these areas, eg Blogs, Galleries
Forums, etc. In the afternoon, the children continued showcasing their work but this time for the parents and

guests who were invited. There was a third station set up in my classroom where 8 children completed a hear
dissection for a videoconference with Maynooth while parents watched. It was a very exciting day and the children
thoroughly enjoyed the experience! The whole occasion was included in the June 7th edition of the Echo
newspaper in the area with a photograph of some of the children involved with the project.
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St Paul's put a huge amount of work into DB Day. My three colleagues and | spent many hours after schoc
preparing displays and presentations to make sure the parents and guests would get as much information a:
possible about the project. The day itself was advertised in our local newsletter and on our school website. Oul
children were very confident in the delivery of their speeches and they took great pride in their work. | think we
did as much as we could to promote DB Day in our school and in our community.

@3 Day was so much fun!"

"My Dad couldn't believe how
much | knew about the history and
stuff - he told his friend about DB
too!"

"Our old principal said we were
very professional". ;
"Everyone in St Paul's should ¢
the chance to do DB".
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